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Director’s Message

Ruth Gifford, Reg. 15 Director

Happy Summer to all PTA

Officers and Members,

We are looking forward to this

coming year and the ways that

we can help you achieve all you

want to accomplish within your

local units. There are so many

exciting programs that each of

you put on at your schools.

With our eyes on the coming

school year, I would like to

encourage you to attend our fall

training on September 13 at

Adams Elementary in the

Spokane Valley. Thanks to

Central Valley Council for

securing the location for this

event. We will be offering a

variety of classes to help

incoming officers to understand

their duties as well as offering

PTA and the Law. This is such a
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definition and current basic education
funding formulas, develop new funding
structure options and formulas, and
propose a new basic education
definition. This important work sets the
stage for Ed Funding reform initiatives
next legislative session.

Math and Science Education – SB 6534
requires the State Board of Education to
analyze the new OSPI mathematics
standards.

HB 2598 requires the development of an
online mathematics curriculum.

Quality Teaching – $577,000 added to
bonuses for National Board Certified
Teachers in high poverty areas.

HB 2870 – Increases opportunities for
instructional assistants' professional
development. SB 6726 - Grants
Professional Educator Standards Board
authority over professional-level
certification assessments and
performance standards. $142,000
included to conduct a study of math and
science teacher supply and demand
issues. Report due by December 1, 2008
from the Professional Educator Standards
Board.

Student Support Services – $4 million
included in the budget to enhance school
library programs.

Special Education Funding – $23.2
million added to the Special Ed safety net,
funding already approved awards.

Some hard copies of both the full report
and a 2 page condensed version will be
available at the legislation table at
convention. Make sure to stop by this
table for a visit. We will have lots of other
resources available. Donna, our WSPTA
Lobbyist and I will both be attending
convention and look forward to talking
with you.

Interested in starting a
WATCH D.O.G.S.® program
at your school?

It's as easy as 1....2....3!

Register with WATCH D.O.G.S.® by
completing our simple form.

Attend the free, 60-minute Seven
Steps to Success national training
conference call session that best fits your

schedule. Who should be part of the
training session?

Prepare to launch your program and
bring in the dads!

Get started by completing our registration
form and reserving your spot on the
national conference call training session!

WATCH D.O.G.S.® (Dads Of Great
Students) is the safe school initiative of
the National Center for Fathering that
involves fathers and father figures to help
create a more safe and secure learning
environment in our nation's schools.

Who are WatchDOGS? Fathers,
grandfathers, step-fathers, uncles, and
other father figures who volunteer to
serve at least one day each year in a
variety of school activities as assigned by
the school principal or other
administrator. Sign up now for the
Training Conference Call that will teach
you how to start a WATCH D.O.G.S.®

program at your school.

School administrators and dads both
agree WATCH D.O.G.S.® is a winner!

79% of principals surveyed strongly
agreed or agreed that "The WATCH
D.O.G.S.® program has made a significant
contribution to the safety of our school."

96% of dads who completed our End-of-
Day Survey strongly agreed or agreed that
their "experience as a WatchDOGS
volunteer was rewarding" and they would
"want to do something like this again."

Background

WATCH D.O.G.S.® is the safe school
initiative of the NATIONAL CENTER FOR

FATHERING that was founded by Jim
Moore, a concerned father who chose to
take action in response to a 1998 middle-
school shooting in Jonesboro, AR. Moore
wanted to help prevent violence from
occurring at his children’s school or at any
school. The first program was launched at
George Elementary in Springdale, AR, the
school of Moore’s oldest child. Today,
more than 500 programs in 25
states participate in WATCH D.O.G.S.®

Program Goal

To help every school in America be
positively influenced by the committed

involvement of fathers and father figures
in lives of their children and students.

How WATCH D.O.G.S.® Works

WATCH D.O.G.S.®, a K-12 program,
invites fathers, grandfathers, uncles, or
other father figures to volunteer at least
one day all day at their child’s/student's
school during the school year. Individuals
sign up at a kick-off event such as a “Dads
and Kids Pizza Night” or “Donuts with
Dad” or in the office at any time
throughout the school year. The program
is overseen by a “Top Dog” volunteer who
partners with the school administrator to
coordinate scheduling and identify
opportunities for WatchDOGS to provide
assistance at the school. WatchDOG
volunteers perform a variety of tasks
during their volunteer day including
monitoring the school entrance, assisting
with unloading and loading of buses and
cars, monitoring the lunch room, or
helping in the classroom with a teacher's
guidance by working with small groups of
students on homework, flashcards, or
spelling.

Program Effectiveness

During 2003, WATCH D.O.G.S.®

conducted a survey of 50 participating
schools nationwide. Key findings:

89% agree that WATCH D.O.G.S.® is a
valuable component of the school's efforts
to promote a safe and positive learning
environment for students.

79% agree that since implementing the
WATCH D.O.G.S.® program, the school
has experienced an increase in father
involvement in areas other than WATCH
D.O.G.S.® (parent-teacher conferences,
volunteerism in the classroom or after
school, PTA/PTO involvement).

Program Recognition

In its relatively short history, WATCH
D.O.G.S.® has proven to be influential
and effective in a number of venues:

Involved in the U.S. Department of
Education Father Involvement In
Education Project beginning in 2005.

Recognized on the floor of Congress as a
program that "can be a great tool in our
efforts to prevent school violence and to
improve student performance because it
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can increase parental initiative and
involvement in their children’s
education." Congressional Record, Feb. 7,
2000, page S-392.

Involved in the U.S. Department of
Education’s P.F.I.E. (Partnership For
Family Involvement In Education).

In 1999, invited by the United States
Department of Education and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services to participate in a nationwide
teleconference called “Fathers Matter.”

Recognized as a “best practice” by Joyce L.
Epstein, Ph.D., Director of Center on
School, Family, and Community
Partnerships, Johns Hopkins University.

Join the Championship Fathering team!
We’re seeking to enlist 6½ million
fathers.

As of 7/9/08, 1,456 dads
have made the
five-point commitment.

Join the team!

What is it?

Championship Fathering is an effort to
change the culture for today's children
and the children of coming generations.
We're seeking to reach, teach and unleash
6½ million dads, creating a national
movement that can reverse the negative
trends in our society. This movement is
characterized by men who will fulfill their
commitment to Love their children,
Coach their children, Model for their
children, Encourage other children, and
Enlist other dads to join the team.

Why should you be involved?

First and foremost, because
your children need you. Every child
needs a dad they can count on, and
Championship Fathering will help you
become the father your children need.

Second, there's a crisis at hand.
Father-absence affects about 27 million
children in America, and it’s spreading.
It’s linked to higher rates of poverty,
failure in school, teen pregnancy,
substance abuse, violent crime,
depression, and ultimately a loss of hope.
Your children are growing up in that
culture, and they’re being affected—even

if you’re an involved dad! If our culture
continues on its current path, things will
likely be much worse in all these areas for
our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Loving Coaching Modeling
Encouraging Enlisting

Research at the National Center for
Fathering identified three key
fundamentals of Championship
Fathering:

Loving, Coaching, and Modeling. To
truly make a difference in our culture,
fathers also need to

Encourage Other Kids and Enlist Other
Dads to join the team. (See below for
articles on each topic.)

Loving - Time, talk, and touch to nurture
our children as well as honor and respect
their mother.

Coaching - Shaping a child includes being
highly involved and being aware of the
child's needs and interests.

Modeling - We need consistency as we
live out the values we want to transmit to
our children.

WASL NEWS
WASL Forum Informative and
Thought-Provoking

Several panelists representing the
business community, teachers, special
education, OSPI and more, participated in
a WASL forum at the WSPTA Convention
on May 2nd, 2008. A key concept touched
on by several of the panelists is that the
controversy surrounding the WASL is
distracting the discussion from the real
issue, which is improving student learning
to prepare them for successful lives.
“Standards are the hub of the system,”
said Dave Fisher, a member of the
Education Committee of the Association
of Washington Business. “Everything
should revolve around the standards. The
curriculum should help the student gain
the knowledge that is embodied in those
standards.” Thelma Jackson, of the
Washington Alliance of Black Educators,
pointed out that prior to the WASL, too
many people were being left behind.
“Large cohorts of our students were not
making it through the system.” Rather
than blaming the students or blaming the
tests, she suggested we need to first think

about how we can better align the
curriculum to teach the students what
they need to learn. Another common
theme that several panelists commented
on was the lack of resources available to
local schools to help students meet the
standards. One of the main reasons for the
assessment is to make program
evaluations. “We have been unable due to
lack of resources to provide diagnostic
tools to teachers,” said Joe Willhoft,
Assistant Superintendent of Assessment,
OSPI. Several panelists acknowledged that
the financial impact of the WASL goes
beyond the printing, postage and storage
of tests, but impacts students as well.
“There is a psychological impact on
students,” said Lester Krupp, an English
Teacher at Yelm High School. He shared a
story of a student who was actually
contemplating suicide due to the stress he
was experiencing at school. In addition to
the financial and emotional impacts of the
WASL, there is also an opportunity cost to
consider--the time spent on testing and
test preparation cannot be used to be
engaged in other activities. “I believe the
WASL has limited what we are able to do
around the standards,” said Maureen
Ramos, Washington Education
Association.

Thelma Jackson offered another
perspective on the financial impact of the
WASL. “With students exiting schools ill-
prepared, and the importation of jobs and
people, the overall economic impact of
our state needs to be addressed in this
discussion as well. We are assessing the
quality of our whole educational system,”
she said.

Another panelist agreed that while the
WASL has a financial impact, it is a
necessary one. “Assessment is a modest
investment in our schools, and a
necessary investment. It gives us an
opportunity for us to be smarter in
investing the resources we do have in our
schools,” said Dave Fisher.

In the future, some panelists suggested it
would be helpful for the WASLs to
provide scores more quickly, with more
diagnostic tools, and more benchmarks
throughout the year. “We need
information that provides teachers with
information on the achievement gap, and
the WASL is currently no doing that very
well,” said Pat Steinburg, President of the
Special Education Coalition.
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Newsletter

Programs

10:30-11:00 a.m. Vendor Viewing, Break

11:15-12:15 a.m. Session 2 Welcome to PTA

Standing Rules/By Laws

Membership and Online Registration

Advocacy/Best Practices

12:15-1 pm Lunch

1:00-3:45 pm PTA and the Law

3:45-4:00 p.m. Door Prizes – Closing remarks

This is your opportunity to meet the past and present State Presidents of the PTA. You will also be given some
great training opportunities. Please fill out the registration form on the next page and mail it to Kathy Long at
4812 N. Isenhart Rd. 99216. Please take advantage of this great training opportunity for your local units.

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS
Leading the Team –

leading a local PTSA unit is one of the most rewarding activities for a parent but the title of president carries with it a lot of
responsibility and, of course, a lot of work. This class will discuss those responsibilities and help you discover how to minimize
the work to make it.

For the Records/Newsletters –

This class will cover not only the basic procedures every Secretary needs to follow, but will also cover what it means to be an
officer and leader in your PTA. Discussion will take place about how to do a newsletter and what items should be included in a
newsletter.

Money Matters & Budgets –

Financial management is the responsibility of all board members. This class will cover legal and fiduciary requirements,
responsibilities and procedures for sound financial practices. Recommended for all board members. This class is essential class for
treasurers.

Programs –

This class will cover advocacy, reflections, carnival and other programs offered by local units. Bring your own program ideas for
discussion.

Welcome to PTA –

How does a PTA operate? How are decisions made? What are the duties and responsibilities of a “Board Member?” What’s the
best way to form a committee? What is a Council? These questions and many more will be answered in this introduction to the
Washington State PTA. Ideal for that first time person who would like to know what he/she got themselves into!

Standing Rules/By-laws –

Standing rules are the backbone of your PTA. Learn what should be included and why they are important. Bring a copy of your
standing rules with you and we can review together to make suggestions.
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Membership and Online Registration –

Discovering Endless Possibilities Live the Adventure - Join PTA! Learn the components of your membership campaign and how
to encourage participation. Learn how to enter your members online and the different levels of awards that your unit may receive
for membership.

Advocacy/Best Practices –

Contact Ruth Gifford for more information on this class.

Region 15 Fall Leadership Conference

Saturday, September 13, 2008 8:30am-4pm at Adams Elementary School

Unit/Council ____________________________Unit Council # _________________

Contact Person _________________________ Phone Number_________________

Attendees:

______I am pre-registering my PTA for only $40.00 (unlimited number of members)

Save $5.00 by registering before September 1st

If you have pre-registered, your payment can be made at the door

_____ I am not a PTA member. My group of up to 4 people will attend for $75.00

_____ I am pre-registering for PTA and the Law for up to 4 people for $40.00

Mail this registration form and one check made payable to “Washington State PTA” to: Kathy Long at
4812 N. Isenhart Rd, Spokane, Wa 99216.

Remember, PTA checks require two signatures. Do you have questions? Call Kathy at 509-216-6628


